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Ministries Foundation Grants Committee 
Wednesday, June 8 2022; 2 – 3pm Zoom 

Virtual Meeting 
 
In Attendance: Suzanne Herder, CSJ; Mary Lydon; Maya Missaghi; Colleen O’Malley, CSJ; Ralph Scorpio; Lacy 
Sietsema; Jill Underdahl, CSJ; Marie Shaun Walter, CSJ; Jean Wincek, CSJ. 
 
The Ministries Foundation Grants Committee convened on Wednesday, June 8 via Zoom. Chair Jill Underdahl, 
CSJ, called the meeting to order at 2:00pm. 
 
Prayer: led by Ralph Scorpio. 
 
Minutes: The minutes from May 26, 2022 were presented. There was a typo in the “tentative 
recommendation” section. This typo was corrected. Maya moved to approve the revised minutes and Mary 
seconded. All voted in favor of approving the minutes. 
 
Learning In Style School – Amended Application 
The amended Learning In Style application was submitted for approval. There’s a bit more narrative than the 
previous, particularly regarding the second question. It was stated that the application is precise and to the 
point, but that it doesn’t really showcase Learning In Style the way the Grants Committee had hoped. It was 
suggested that the Grants Committee take the opportunity to  nudge Martha about this and perhaps talk to 
John Croke, her supervisor. The amount requested was $60,000 but if the committee were to recommend 
increasing that to $80,000, the Ministries Foundation would meet its financial obligations regarding this 
ministry.  
 
Tentative recommendation for Learning In Style: $80,000  
 
Discussion & Vote 
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With the above recommendations, that will leave a remaining amount of $22,917. There was a discussion 
about recommending that the remaining funds be allocated to the Ministries Foundation to offset transition 
costs for the Newly Designed Organization in FY2023. Jean moved to approve this recommendation and Mary 
seconded. All voted in favor of this recommendation. 
 
Jean made an amended motion to approve the recommendations for the four ministries as well and the 
remaining amount go to the Foundation for transition costs. Mary seconded the amended motion. All 
members voted in favor of the recommendations. The motion passes. 
 
Peace House 
 
Over the years, the Grants Committee has continued to give to Peace House Community (PHC) which was 
founded and sponsored by the CSJs until PHC separated ways and obtained its own 501c3. Given the 
transition to a Newly Designed Organization (NDO), it was asked whether we should and could continue to 
give to PHC. It has received a significant amount over the last couple of years, and the Grants Committee 
needs to keep in mind that we will have to deal with a challenged budget in the future. If we stop giving to 
PHC, there is the question of informing them. Ralph added that the Foundation does not fundraise for PHC 
and it does have its own donor base and appeals. However, we are probably its major source of income.  
 
It was pointed out that PHC would be eligible for a Partners In Justice grant, but it would have to be invited to 
apply by a CSJ. There was a discussion about why we would eliminate PHC from the NDO. It was stated that it 
could still be considered, but the NDO may not be able to give at the amount previously granted. Also, the 
four ministries included in the NDO are formally sponsored by the Province, whereas Peace House no longer 
is. They were “grandmothered” in because of its “founding” relationship. 
 
It was decided that the Grants Committee should inform PHC of the upcoming transition. The rationale will be 
that we may not continue to give as we have in the past, and PHC will have to work with the NDO. It was also 
suggested that the Board be made aware of this discussion.  
 
Colleen moved to It is recommended that the Grants Committee inform PHC about the potential inability to 
fund it at current levels due to restructuring. Jean seconded the motion. All Committee members voted in 
favor. Jill will communicate with Bridget Sperl about this discussion and put it on the next Board agenda. 

 
PROJECT 

AMOUNT 
REQUESTED 

COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
E 
SS 

Learning In Style School – Funds used 
for general operating expenses. 

$60,000 $80,000 

 
SS 
P 

St. Joseph Worker Program – Funds 
used for general operating expenses. 

$65,000 $59,125 

 
HC 

St. Mary’s Health Clinics – Funds used 
for general operating expenses. 

$75,000 $80,000 

 
SS 

Sarah’s… an Oasis for Women – Funds 
used for general operating expenses. 

$60,000 $160,000 
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Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 2:56pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lacy Sietsema, CSJ Ministries Foundation 
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